Comparative study on the procoagulant from the venom of Australian brown snakes (Elapidae; Pseudonaja spp.).
The procoagulant was isolated from the venom of four clinically significant species of brown snake; Pseudonaja affinis, P. inframacula, P. nuchalis, and P. textilis. HPLC elution profiles and PAGE showed a high degree of homology between the procoagulants from the four species. Antiserum from the CSL Ltd (Brown Snake Antivenom) produced a single band against all four procoagulants. The specific activity of the procoagulant varied between species, while inhibitory studies indicated that the procoagulants were serine proteases with a sialic acid component which also contributes to the coagulant action.